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INTRODUCTION 

 
The period from 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024 has been a remarkable journey for 

AANK_A Creative Line, characterized by growth, innovation, and impactful contributions to 

the world of theatre and the broader community. Throughout this time, the group has 

demonstrated unwavering commitment to artistic excellence, cultural enrichment, and social 

impact, continually pushing the boundaries of creativity and performance. 

¶ Artistic Excellence 

Our primary focus has been on achieving the highest standards of artistic excellence. This year, 

we introduced our last year Production and performances that not only showcased our creative 

prowess but also engaged audiences in profound and thought-provoking ways. Our dedication 

to quality and innovation in theatre has earned us critical acclaim and a growing reputation both 

nationally and internationally. 

 

¶ Cultural Enrichment  

 

We believe that theatre is a powerful medium for cultural expression and enrichment. Our 

performances this year have highlighted diverse cultural themes and narratives, celebrating the 

rich heritage of Assam and blending it with global influences. This approach has allowed us to 

connect with a wide range of audiences, fostering a greater appreciation for the arts and 

promoting cultural understanding. 
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¶ Social Impact: 

Beyond entertainment, our theatre productions aim to inspire social change and awareness. We 

have tackled important social issues through our storytelling, prompting discussions and 

reflections among our audiences. Whether itôs addressing environmental concerns, exploring 

human relationships, or delving into historical and contemporary social themes, our goal has 

been to use theatre as a tool for education and societal improvement. 

 

¶ Theatrical Performances 

Over the past year, we have staged our performances, with its unique theme and impact. From 

local stages in Assam to international platforms, our productions have been well received and 

praised for their originality and emotional depth. Notably, our participation in the Colombo 

International Theatre Festival, Natghar Majuli International Theatre Festival, Rai River 

National Literature and Naat Sanmilan, the Pathar National Theatre Festival and the Indrayudh 

Theatre Festival has been a testament to our growing influence and recognition in the theatre 

community. 
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¶ Website Launch 

In a significant step towards expanding our reach and engagement, we have created our own 

website, www.aank.org. The website serves as a comprehensive platform showcasing our work, 

upcoming events, workshops, and opportunities for collaboration. It has enhanced our online 

presence and made it easier for audiences and theatre enthusiasts to connect with us. 

 

  

http://www.aank.org/
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¶ Bhullung Bhuthur International Theatre Festival (BBITF) 2023 

 

A major highlight of the year was the successful organization of the Bhullung Bhuthur 

International Theatre Festival in collaboration with the Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra 

Society. This weeklong cultural extravaganza, held from October 4th to October 10th in 

Guwahati, celebrated the theme ñTheatre for Harmonyò and emphasized the intricate bond 

between rivers and human civilization, particularly focusing on the Brahmaputra River. The 

festival featured mesmerizing theatrical performances, an advanced physical theatre workshop, 

a thought provoking theatre forum, and an environmental sensitization program. It attracted a 

diverse array of artists, performers, and enthusiasts from different backgrounds, fostering a rich 

environment for cultural exchange and artistic collaboration. 

 

¶ Workshops and Collaborations 

In addition to performances, we have conducted an Advance Physical Theatre workshops 

aimed at nurturing new talent and enhancing the skills of theatre practitioners. These 

workshops, led by renowned theatre experts, have provided invaluable learning experiences for 

participants, fostering creativity and professional growth. Our collaborations with international 

theatre groups have further enriched our artistic practices and opened new avenues for cultural 

exchange. 

 

¶ Community Engagement 
Our activities have not been confined to the stage. We have actively engaged with the 

community through various outreach programs and environmental sensitization initiatives. 

These efforts have not only raised awareness about critical issues but also strengthened our 

bond with the local community, making theatre a more integral part of societal development. 

 

 

This report highlights our key activities, achievements, and future plans, showcasing our 

dedication to the performing arts and community engagement. As we reflect on the past year, 

we are filled with pride for what we have accomplished and excitement for the future. 

AANK_A Creative Line remains committed to pushing the boundaries of theatre, enriching 

lives through art, and making a lasting impact on society. 
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PERFORMANCE HIGHLIGHTS 

Naatghar Majuli International Theatre 

Festival 2023 

¶ Event Date: 1st & 2nd October 2023 

¶ Venue: Srimanta Sankar Dev Kristi Sangha, Garamur, Majuli, Assam, India 

¶ Play Performed: ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò on 2nd October 2023 

¶ Overview: The 1st Naatghar Majuli International Theatre Festival 2023 was a vibrant 

celebration of theatrical arts, held in the culturally rich and scenic island of Majuli in Assam. 

This festival brought together a diverse array of theatre groups from various regions, creating a 

platform for artistic exchange and showcasing a rich tapestry of performances that spanned 

different genres, themes, and cultural narratives. 

¶ Impact: The festival featured a diverse range of performances, bringing together theatre groups 

from different regions. Our play ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò received acclaim for its 

innovative approach and powerful storytelling, enhancing our group's reputation in the theatre 

community. 
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Colombo International Theatre Festival (CITF) 

2023 

¶ Event Dates: 25th to 30th August 2023 

¶ Venue: Elphinstone Theatre, Colombo, Sri Lanka 

¶ Play Performed: ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò on 28th August 2023 

¶ Overview: The Colombo International Theatre Festival (CITF) 2023 was a significant cultural 

event that brought together theatre enthusiasts, artists, and performers from around the world to 

the vibrant city of Colombo, Sri Lanka. Hosted at the historic Elphinstone Theatre, the festival 

spanned six days of performances, workshops, and forums, celebrating the rich diversity of 

global theatre. In the 9th edition of this festival, we performed ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò 

directed by Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami. The play, inspired by Gabriel García Márquez's novella, 

explores themes of transformation, self-discovery, and the complex interplay between life and 

myth. It challenges audiences to reflect on the enigmatic nature of life and the ever shifting 

currents that shape our understanding of the world. 

¶ Impact: The performance was met with widespread acclaim, with audiences praising its 

emotional depth, artistic innovation, and the seamless integration of sensory elements. It 

sparked meaningful discussions about personal transformation and the human condition, 

reinforcing the play's relevance and impact. The success of ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò at 

CITF not only showcased our group's artistic excellence but also strengthened our cultural ties 

with the international theatre community. 

¶ Workshop Conducted: ñThe Memory of the Sensesò by Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami 

¶ Details: This workshop engaged participants in an immersive experience by integrating all five 

sensesðsight, sound, touch, taste, and smellðinto theatrical storytelling. It revolutionized 

traditional storytelling by creating a multidimensional entertainment form that redefined the 

theatrical experience. 

¶ Impact: The workshop attracted significant attention and participation, fostering cultural 

exchange and artistic growth. Participants were introduced to innovative techniques that 

challenged conventional storytelling methods, encouraging them to think creatively and 

experiment with new forms of expression. The workshop's success contributed to the overall 

impact of the festival, enhancing its reputation and our group's international presence. 

¶ Theatre Forum: A series of discussions and panels focused on contemporary issues in theatre, 

including the role of theatre in social change, the impact of digital media on performance arts, 

and the future of global theatre collaborations. These forums provided valuable insights and 

facilitated networking among theatre professionals. Our creative director Dr. Mrinal Jyoti 

Goswami and other team members actively participated in these theatre forums. 
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Rai River Literature and International 

Theatre Festival, 2023 

¶ Event Dates: 1st to 5th December 2023 

¶ Venue: Bidya: The Living School, Subahi Linepolia, Kherajkhat, Assam, India 

¶ Play Performed: ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò on 4th December 2023 

¶ Overview: Rai River Literature and International Theatre Festival is an annual celebration of 

literature, culture, and theatre, organized by Bidya: The Living School in collaboration with 

various youth organizations and local communities. The festival aims to provide a platform for 

artistic expression, cultural exchange, and intellectual discourse, bringing together artists, 

performers, scholars, and audiences from diverse backgrounds. Our group performed the 

thought-provoking play ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosis,ò directed by Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami. 

¶ Impact: The performance of ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò was a highlight of the Rai River 

Literature and International Theatre Festival 2023, receiving widespread acclaim from the 

audience and critics alike. The play's innovative approach to storytelling and its poignant 

exploration of universal themes resonated deeply with viewers, sparking meaningful 

discussions and reflections. The audience praised the play for its artistic excellence and 

emotional intensity. Many were moved by the powerful narrative and the compelling 

performances, noting the play's ability to connect with people on a profound level. The success 

of ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò at the festival further cemented AANK_A Creative Line's 

reputation as a leading theatre group dedicated to artistic innovation and cultural enrichment. 
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 17 th Pathar National Theatre Festival 2024 

¶ Event Dates: 3rd to 6th January 2024 

¶ Venue: Duliajan Club Auditorium, Duliajan, Assam 

¶ Play Performed: ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò on 6th January 2024 

¶ Overview: The 17th Pathar National Theatre Festival is a prestigious annual event by the group 

Pathar, that celebrates the rich heritage of Indian theatre. Held in the vibrant town of Duliajan, 

Assam, the festival attracts renowned theatre groups from across the country, creating a 

dynamic platform for artistic expression, cultural exchange, and theatrical innovation. 

¶ Impact: Our participation in the festival reinforced our group's reputation in the national theatre 

scene and facilitated collaboration with other theatre groups, contributing to cultural exchange 

and artistic growth. 
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Indrayudh Theatre Festival 2024 

¶ Event Dates: 9th to 14th January 2024 

¶ Venue: Rabindra Bhawan, Cooch Behar, India 

¶ Play Performed: ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò on 12th January 2024 

¶ Overview: The Indrayudh Theatre Festival 2024 marks the golden jubilee of Indrayudhôs 

illustrious journey in the realm of group theatre. Since its inception on 8th June 1974 with the 

staging of Radharaman Ghoshôs ñShatabdir Padavaliò, Indrayudh has established itself as a 

significant cultural force in Cooch Behar, making extensive contributions to both literary and 

theatrical culture. This festival celebrates 50 years of Indrayudh's artistic achievements with a 

special phase dedicated to showcasing a diverse array of theatrical performances from across 

India. Our group, AANK_A Creative Line, has been honoured with an invitation to perform 

our acclaimed play ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò at this prestigious event. 

¶ Impact: The performance of ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosisò at the Indrayudh Theatre Festival 

2024 will bolster AANK_A Creative Line's reputation for artistic excellence. The festival will 

foster valuable collaborations and cultural exchanges, enriching the artistic experience. It will 

also provide networking opportunities and insights into contemporary Indian theatre, aiding the 

groupôs ongoing growth and future collaborations. 
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ADVANCE PHYSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP at 

BBITF 2023 

¶ Dates: 6th to 10th October 2023 

¶ Venue: Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra Society 

¶ Facilitator: M.G.M. Safeer from Sri Lanka 

¶ Workshop Content: The workshop focused on the theme ñHow to use the body and rhythm of 

the body as an actor for Acting.ò It included sessions on warmup exercises, deep breathing 

techniques, visual sessions to understand different cultures, focus and connection exercises, and 

improvisation activities. 

¶ Impact: The workshop enriched participantsô understanding of physical theatre techniques, 

fostering meaningful connections among theatre practitioners. It provided valuable insights into 

the use of body and rhythm in acting, enhancing participants' skills and artistic horizons.  
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THEATRE FORUM at BBITF 2023 

¶ Date: 8th October 2023 

¶ Venue: Guwahati College 

¶ Focus: The forum brought together theatre professionals, academics, students, and cultural 

enthusiasts to discuss the nuances of theatre in different countries, the challenges faced, and 

opportunities for international collaboration. 

¶ Speakers: 

o M.G.M. Safeer: Insights into Sri Lankan and South East Asian Theatre. 

o Dr. Ajay Joshi: Perspectives on various theatre groups in India and abroad. 

o Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami and Anupam Saikia: Contributions to the discussions with 

their insights and information. 

¶ Impact: The forum fostered cultural exchange, highlighted innovation in theatre, addressed 

common challenges, and promoted international collaborations. It provided a platform for 

networking and potential collaborations among participants from various backgrounds and 

regions. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITIZATION 

PROGRAMME 

¶ Dates: 7th and 8th October 2023 

¶ Venues: Mayang Anchalik College, Marigaon, and Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open 

University City Campus, Guwahati 

¶ Focus: Raising awareness about the Brahmaputra River's natural and cultural heritage through 

lectures, poetry recitations, and songs. 

¶ Activities: 

o Day 1: Lecture by Dr. Partha Jyoti Das, poetry recitations, and songs at Mayang 

Anchalik College. 

o Day 2: Lecture by Dr. Partha Jyoti Das, poetry, and songs at Krishna Kanta Handiqui 

State Open University City Campus. An interactive quiz session encouraged active 

participation. 

¶ Impact: The programme successfully combined education, culture, and art to inspire 

environmental awareness and appreciation for the natural and cultural heritage of the 

Brahmaputra River. It engaged participants in meaningful discussions and activities, fostering a 

deeper understanding of environmental issues. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS AND OUTCOMES 

¶ Artistic Excellence: Our performance showcased our commitment to artistic excellence, 

innovation, and meaningful storytelling. The plays were well received and appreciated for their 

depth and creativity. 

 

¶ Cultural Fusion:  We successfully merged diverse cultural elements, notably in performances 

like ñEr®ndiraôs Metamorphosis,ò highlighting our ability to integrate various cultural aspects 

seamlessly. 

 

¶ Wider Reach: Participating in national and international festivals allowed us to connect with 

diverse audiences and expand our artistic footprint. It also provided opportunities for cultural 

exchange and collaboration with other theatre groups. 

 

¶ Environmental Awareness: Our Environmental Sensitization Programme effectively raised 

awareness about environmental issues, specifically focusing on the Brahmaputra River's natural 

and cultural heritage. Participants left with a greater understanding of the importance of 

preserving the environment. 

 

¶ International Recognition: Our participation in international festivals, such as CITF, and the 

workshops conducted there, have enhanced our group's international presence and reputation. 

These events provided platforms for artistic exchange and learning. 

 

¶ Growth and Networking:  This year, our group experienced significant growth and networking 

opportunities, connecting with theatre practitioners from different parts of Assam and abroad. 

These interactions have expanded our horizons, allowing us to exchange artistic ideas and 

establish meaningful connections that will benefit our future projects and collaborations. 
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FUTURE PLANS 
Looking ahead, AANK_A Creative Line remains dedicated to the pursuit of 

artistic excellence and social impact. We plan to continue exploring new 

themes, innovative adaptations, and engaging storytelling techniques in our 

future performances. Our future plans include: 

¶ Exploring New Themes: We will continue to explore new and diverse themes in our theatrical 

productions, aiming to address relevant social issues and engage audiences in meaningful 

discussions. 

¶ Innovative Adaptations: We aim to create innovative adaptations of classic and contemporary 

works, merging different cultural elements and artistic styles. 

¶ Expanding Workshops: We plan to conduct more workshops and training sessions to nurture 

young talents and provide them with the skills and knowledge needed to excel in theatre. 

¶ Strengthening Collaborations: We will continue to strengthen our collaborations with national 

and international theatre groups, fostering cultural exchange and mutual learning. 

¶ Environmental Initiatives: We aim to expand our environmental sensitization programmes, 

raising awareness about environmental issues and promoting sustainable practices through art 

and culture. 

 



 

   www.aank.org 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
The period from 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024 was a testament to the power 

of theatre to inspire change, celebrate diversity, and unite people. AANK_A 

Creative Line has successfully showcased its commitment to artistic excellence, 

cultural enrichment, and social impact through its performances, workshops, 

and international collaborations. We will continue to build on these successes, 

fostering artistic growth and cultural appreciation, and look forward to an even 

more impactful future. 

This report encapsulates the vibrant activities and significant contributions of 

AANK_A Creative Line over the past year, reflecting our unwavering dedication 

to the arts and cultural enrichment. 
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SNAPSHOTS AND INSIGHTS: 

KEY MOMENTS FROM 2023-24 
The group AANK_A has been at the forefront of innovative developments, 

making significant strides in both technological advancements and social impact 

initiatives. Their key moments from 2023-24 highlight a blend of groundbreaking 

projects and community engagement, showcasing their commitment to 

excellence and positive change. 
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