
 

 

 

 

 

  



 



 

 

 

 

 

AANK_A CREATIVE LINE 

International Theatre Tour Report 

 

 

Title: 

Resonance in the Dunes: A River’s Tale at the 

5th International Festival of Theatre in the Sahara, Tunisia 

Tour Period: 

27 April – 6 May 2025 

Festival Dates: 

30 April – 4 May 2025 

Festival Venue: 

Fatnassa, Tunisia | 

Performance Venue: Heroes of Ancient City Theatre, Old 

Fatnassa 

 

  



Performed Work: 

 

A River’s Tale 

Performer: Nilutpala Pachani 

Writer & Director: Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami 

 



Official Documentation Links: 

• Djadid Radio Coverage 

• Performance Coverage by FITS 

• FITS Official Page 

• Festival Curator’s Page – Hafedh Khalifa 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

AANK_A Creative Line made a powerful international appearance at the 5th 

International Festival of Theatre in the Sahara (FITS) in Tunisia—a globally 

significant festival held in the culturally rich oasis town of Fatnassa. This 

participation was a direct outcome of international cultural diplomacy initiated 

during the Yongin International Theatre Forum (YITF) 2024 in South Korea, 

where Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami joined hands with global counterparts to form the 

New World Theatre Network (NWTN). 

Known for its desert amphitheatre-like settings and deep-rooted community 

involvement, FITS has evolved into one of North Africa’s most distinctive 

performance festivals, celebrating storytelling, resistance, and identity across 

borders. 

 

2. THE PERFORMANCE: A RIVER’S TALE 

Performed on 1st May 2025 at the Heroes of Ancient City Theatre in Old 

Fatnassa, A River’s Tale brought a distinct Assamese aesthetic to the Saharan stage. 

• Overview: 

Based on Priyanka Das’s Assamese poem Lakheitorai Dhuwa Daag, the play 

traces the symbolic and emotional relationship between a woman and the 

river Lakheitra. Themes of ecological grief, spiritual resilience, and 

feminine oppression are explored through physical theatre. 

• Performer: Nilutpala Pachani 

• Direction and Script: Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami 

• Visual Style: Minimalist staging, Psycho-Physical movement language, and 

emotive physical expressions. 

• Audience Response: 

Performed under a starlit desert sky, the play captivated a diverse and 

emotionally engaged audience. Reactions ranged from silent reflection to 

spontaneous applause. Media and organizers described it as one of the 

most moving performances of the festival, as confirmed by FITS's social 

media documentation. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/DjadidRadioWeb/videos/723903743404941/?rdid=rFVi1OaVnaX2yOh1
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1101613908673056&id=100064733709321&rdid=ufO2qIRUXW4xOEj7
https://www.facebook.com/fits2021.tn
https://www.facebook.com/hafedh.khalifa.7


3. FESTIVAL ENGAGEMENT AND CULTURAL DIALOGUE 

Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami, Artistic Director of AANK_A Creative Line, took part in 

intercultural forums held during the festival. These interactions focused on: 

• Theatre’s evolving role between tradition and experimentation 

• The place of performance in academic curricula 

• Building south-south intercultural partnerships 

He presented insights into the Bhullung-Bhuthur International Theatre Festival 

(BBITF) and shared the group's commitment to cross-border storytelling through 

physical performance. These engagements further strengthened ties between 

Indian and Tunisian cultural networks. 

 



4. FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS 

• Total Performances: 

Over 35 performances were held across various Saharan venues. 

• International Participation: 

The festival welcomed artists from over 30 countries across four 

continents—including Tunisia, France, India, Brazil, Italy, Morocco, Algeria, 

South Korea, and more—affirming its stature as a truly global theatre 

forum. 

• Audience Engagement: 

The five-day festival attracted an estimated 15,000+ audience members, 

comprising locals, students, cultural workers, tourists, and international 

delegates offline and more the 3 million hits in their festival fb page. Each 

evening’s performances were celebrated as immersive cultural events. 

• Community Integration: 

The local community of Fatnassa actively participated, giving the festival a 

deeply rooted, inclusive identity. Young volunteers, village elders, and 

schoolchildren played a visible role in welcoming artists and engaging with 

performances. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. OUTCOMES AND REFLECTIONS 

• Global Visibility for Assamese Theatre: 

A River’s Tale bridged regional narrative with universal themes, effectively 

connecting Assamese performance traditions with Arab, Mediterranean, 

and international audiences. 

• Future Collaborations: 

Discussions are underway with the FITS organizing team and other 

participants for future artist exchanges, residencies, and possibly hosting 

Tunisian work in India through BBITF or rural festivals. 

• Cultural Diplomacy: 

AANK_A Creative Line represented Assam and India with artistic depth, 

empathy, and vision—highlighting how minimalist theatre can transcend 

linguistic and geographic boundaries. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

AANK_A Creative Line’s participation at the 5th International Festival of Theatre 

in the Sahara was not only a performance tour but a cross-cultural pilgrimage—

a meeting of river and desert, gesture and silence, language and metaphor. 

The play A River’s Tale stood as a symbolic echo in the Saharan dunes, blending 

ecology, femininity, and existential emotion. This journey—sparked by 

international vision and anchored in Assamese identity—deepens the group’s 

ongoing mission to bring local stories to global audiences through theatre that 

heals, questions, and connects. 

 

 

Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami 

Artistic Director, AANK_A Creative Line 

    Guwahati, Assam, India 

  www.aank.org 

        info@aank.org | mrinal.goswami@aank.org 

  

http://www.aank.org/
mailto:info@aank.org
mailto:mrinal.goswami@aank.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memories in 

Sand and Spotlight 











 









































 


