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AANK_A CREATIVE LINE

International Theatre Festival Participation Report
(in collaboration with Inter Act Art, Sri Lanka)

Title:
From Workshop to World Stage: Swings of Love at the
Colombo International Theatre Festival (CITF) 2025

Festival Period:
25 August - 31 August 2025

Performance Date:
30 August 2025

Festival Venue:
Elphinstone Theatre, Colombo, Sri Lanka



Performed Work:

Swings of Love (6BN4 6%Z1M])

(Assamese Version)

o Director: M. Safeer
o Original Script: Manjula Wediwardana
o Translation (English to Assamese): Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami

Performer: Jahnabi Borah



Official Documentation Links:

e Swings of Love- India - Sri Lanka - 30th August - Colombo
International Theatre Festival

e https://www.facebook.com/share/p/IDWAH82z3v/

e https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17pRSBUazk/

e https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AVY9rvKzE/

e https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18BjPaTCEy/

1. Introduction

AANK_A Creative Line participated in the Colombo International
Theatre Festival (CITF) 2025, one of South Asia’s leading
international theatre platforms, known for its emphasis on
intercultural collaboration, physical theatre and experimental
performance practices. The participation marked a significant
continuation of AANK_A Creative Line’s long-standing engagement
with international theatre networks and its commitment to nurturing
emerging performers through sustained pedagogic processes.

CITF 2025 brought together theatre practitioners, directors, scholars,
and performers from Asia, Europe, Africa and beyond, creating a
vibrant space for artistic exchange, discourse, and collaboration.

2. The Performance: Swings of Love
(Assamese Version)

AANK_A Creative Line presented Swings of Love (Assamese Version)
as a collaborative production between AANK_A Creative Line and
Inter Act Art, Sri Lanka. The performance was staged as part of the
Sri Lankan Premiere segment of the festival.

Conceptual Background

Swings of Love explores themes of longing, emotional vulnerability
and human relationships through a visually poetic physical theatre
language. The adaptation into Assamese retained the emotional core
of the original text while allowing the performer to embody cultural
nuances through movement, rhythm and spatial interaction.


https://citf.lk/index.php/2024/08/15/swings-of-love-india-sri-lanka-30th-august/
https://citf.lk/index.php/2024/08/15/swings-of-love-india-sri-lanka-30th-august/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DWAH82zJv/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17pRSBUazk/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AVY9rvKzE/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18BjPaTCEy/

A Key Outcome of BBITF 2023

Significantly, this production stands as a direct outcome of the
Bhullung-Bhuthur International Theatre Festival (BBITF) 2023
workshop process. The performer, Jahnabi Borah, was a participant
in the BBITF 2023 workshops, where she underwent structured
training in physical theatre and performance creation. The work was
further developed and first shaped into a complete performance in
April 2024, eventually reaching the international stage at CITF 2025.
This trajectory—from workshop to international festival—
demonstrates the effectiveness of AANK A Creative Line’s
pedagogic model in transforming training into professional artistic
output.

Audience Response

The performance received an attentive and emotionally engaged
response from the audience, with appreciation for its minimalistic
staging, physical expressiveness and intimate performer-space
relationship. Festival delegates and fellow practitioners
acknowledged the work as a strong example of workshop-driven
performance creation.
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3. Academic and Pedagogic
Engagement: Workshop Conducted

As part of the festival's workshop programme, Dr. Mrinal Jyoti
Goswami conducted a two-hour workshop titled:

Myth into Motion: Physical Theatre and Ritual Performance

Date: 28 August 2025
Venue: India Cultural Center, Colombo
Participants: 30-35 theatre practitioners and students

The workshop focused on exploring myth and ritual as sources for
physical theatre creation. Participants engaged in exercises involving
rhythmic repetition, ensemble coordination and symbolic movement
to create short, non-verbal performance sequences inspired by
cultural memory and ritual action.

The session was particularly appreciated for its balance of theoretical
grounding and hands-on physical exploration, offering participants
tools to reimagine traditional narratives within contemporary
performance frameworks.
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4. Institutional and Curatorial Role at
CITF 2025

Beyond performance and pedagogy, Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami
played a key institutional role in CITF 2025:

« He served as one of the members of the Festival Committee,
contributing to artistic and academic planning.

o He delivered a Keynote Address at the Director’s Forum titled:
“Parallel Festivals & Their Role”, examining how parallel and
satellite festivals function as alternative cultural ecosystems
that nurture emerging voices and decentralize mainstream
theatre practice.

« He also acted as one of the Moderators of the Director’s
Forum, facilitating critical dialogue among international
directors, curators, and scholars.

This involvement positioned AANK_A Creative Line as an active
contributor to global theatre discourse, not merely as a participating

group.



5. Festival Highlights

« International Participation:

Artists and groups from Asia, Europe, Africa and the Middle
East participated, making CITF 2025 a truly global forum.

o Multidisciplinary Engagement:

The festival combined performances, workshops, director’s
forums and academic discussions, creating a holistic theatrical

ecosystem.
« Parallel Festival Model:

CITF’s parallel festival structure resonated strongly with
AANK_A Creative Line’s own BBITF model, as BBITF functions
as one of the parallel festivals of CITF, fostering meaningful
exchanges on alternative festival practices.

rnational I heatre

26th Aug 2025 9.30 am
\ rising Theatre Workshop.

Country

26th Aug 2025 2.00 pm
cting and Perf g Arts Principles

27th Aug 2025 9.30 am
ring Intimacy in Performance
Chandradasan

y:India

27th Aug 2025 2.00 pm

Country: Armenia

28th Aug 2025 9.30 am
\ PHYSICAL THEATRE AND RITUAL PERFORMANCE

a1 M1

Theatre Festival

2025



6. Outcomes and Reflections

Artistic Outcomes

e Swings of Love successfully demonstrated how workshop-
based training can evolve into an internationally presentable
performance.

o The performer’s journey from BBITF workshop participant to
international festival performer reinforced AANK_A Creative
Line’s pedagogic vision.

Pedagogic Impact

o The workshop expanded AANK_A Creative Line’s teaching
philosophy into a global context, enabling intercultural
exchange through embodied practice.

« Participants gained exposure to physical theatre
methodologies rooted in ritual and mythology.

Institutional Recognition

« AANK A Creative Line’s involvement at committee and forum
levels enhanced its visibility as an institution engaged in both
practice and policy-level theatre discourse.
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Aug. 25th - 31st - Colombo
Sep. 02nd -04th - Chilaw
Sep. 03rd -07th - Assam - Indi

Elphinstone Theatre -Maradana - 6.30 pm

Grand Operning / Felicitation Di

bandu Vidyapath

MEDEA VOICE™ - Koron
Directed by Son Jeung woo

“Shh. '~ S Lanka
ANTOS Disected by Vidura Abeydeera

171 Prtakotwa® - Sri Lanka
Divected by Banula Wijesnghe

“Swings of Lowe®s Inda <50 Lanky
1 Directed by MSafeer

estival / Chilaw - Sudasuna Hall 6.30 pm

*Vegetarian Ofella™ Spain
Directed by Cadota Berzal .
A5 min) 15 mn
- UAE “Asabi Kopi® - Sei Lanka
Directed by Sasinl Madumall
(15 min)

O8h Soptanber “EQuaton of 9motions” MoK
Dirwcted by Amogh Kushwaha

A Joutney of Despair® - St Lanks
Ditected by Upeksha Lankathilaka

“Ourmmy™ - S| Lanka
Durected by Sarathchandra Walpola

Unseen™ -5¢i Lanka
Direcred by Asania lshan Dayapala

‘Comueade” - S0 Lanka
Directed by

Anidu Padma Sri Bandara (15 min)

"It's not me. somwone ele” - Sri Lanka
Dirocted by Randika Wiralsootiys

Puzde® - So Lanka

na Directed by Fr. Peter Hemapriya Botheju

15 mén)

‘Childhood” - Sel Lanka
Directed by Vindya Ananda ()5 min.)

‘ starving” :
Direcred by Ricardo Menis Rosado.
- " . - ' ‘

The Loops” - Sei Lanka

Directed by Nishu layasootiya
{15 Miry)

COLOMBO INTIRNATIONAL THEATIR FESTIVAL (CITY

INTER ACT ART THEATER INSTITUTE

Tel - +94 117200299 /494073 19789

Email - interactartsiegmad com

Future Collaborations
« Dialogues initiated with Inter Act Art and other international
delegates opened possibilities for future co-productions, artist
exchanges and workshop-based collaborations through BBITF
and other platforms.
Cultural Diplomacy
o« AANK_A Creative Line effectively represented Assamese and
Indian theatre traditions within an international context,
reinforcing theatre’s role as a bridge across cultures and

languages.

215/61, Obe ysehacapura, Rajagiriya. Sri Lanka
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7. Conclusion

AANK_A Creative Line’s participation in Colombo International
Theatre Festival 2025 was a multidimensional engagement
encompassing performance, pedagogy and institutional leadership.
From presenting a BBITF-originated collaborative production to
shaping critical discourse through workshops and forums, the
festival experience reaffirmed AANK_A Creative Line’'s commitment
to sustainable, process-driven and globally connected theatre
practice.

The journey of Swings of Love—from a workshop seed to an
international stage—stands as a testament to the transformative
power of long-term artistic mentorship and intercultural
collaboration.

AANK_A Creative Line

@ Guwahati, Assam, India

@ www.aank.org

& info@aank.org | mrinal.goswami@aank.org



http://www.aank.org/

Crossing Stages,
Creating Memories
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