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AANK_A CREATIVE LINE

International Theatre Festival Participation Report
(in collaboration with Inter Act Art, sri Lanka)

Title:
From Parallel Festival Pedagogy to Global
Stage: Swings of Love at Seoul

Festival Name:
2026 Seoul International Monodrama Festival (3rd

Edition)

Festival Period:

17t March - 25 April 2026

Performance Date:

19t March 2026

Festival Venue:
Samilro Changgo Theater, Seoul, South Korea
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A woman swings through
love, pain, desire and freedom
in her final conversation with the world.
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1. Festival Overview

The Seoul International Monodrama Festival is a major global
platform dedicated to solo performance practices, emphasizing
actor-centric dramaturgy, minimal staging and experimental theatre
forms. Hosted at the historically significant Samilro Changgo Theater
(SCT), the festival represents a convergence of international
performance traditions within an intimate theatrical environment.

The festival was inaugurated on 17 March 2026, marking the
beginning of an extended period of performances, dialogues and
intercultural exchange.

Curatorial Selectivity

o 70 international applications — only 4 selected
o 41 domestic applications — 6 selected
e 24 incubating factory applications — 2 selected

Within this highly competitive structure, Swings of Love was
selected as one of the four international productions, highlighting its
artistic and conceptual strength.
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2. Production and Collaborative Framework
Swings of Love (@39 ™I={) - Assamese Version

o Director & Designer: M. Safeer (Sri Lanka)

o Original Script: Manjula Wediwardena (French)

o Translation: Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami (India)

o Performer: Jahnabi Borah (India)

o Production: AANK_A Creative Line (India) & Inter Act Art (Sri
Lanka)

This production represents a sustained Indo-Sri Lankan
collaboration, developed through long-term artistic engagement
between AANK_A Creative Line and Inter Act Art, Colombo.

Role of M. Safeer and Inter Act Art

M. Safeer, a leading Sri Lankan theatre director and founder of the
Colombo International Theatre Festival (CITF), has played a crucial
role in fostering transnational theatre collaboration in South Asia.
Through Inter Act Art, he has pioneered Black Box Theatre and
Forum Theatre practices in Sri Lanka while building strong
international networks.

His continued association with AANK_A Creative Line—particularly
through workshops, co-productions and festival exchanges has been
instrumental in shaping Swings of Love as a cross-cultural
performance work.




3. BBITF-CITF Connection: Parallel Festival Ecology

The collaboration is rooted in a larger institutional relationship:

o The Bhullung-Bhuthur International Theatre Festival (BBITF),
Assam

o Functions as a parallel theatre festival of the Colombo
International Theatre Festival (CITF)

This parallel festival model creates:

o Shared artistic ecosystems
o Cross-border training and performance opportunities
« Sustained pedagogic exchange between India and Sri Lanka

Origin of the Production

Swings of Loveis a direct outcome of the BBITF 2023 Physical
Theatre Workshop, conducted under this collaborative framework.

The work evolved through: Workshop training — performance
development — international festival presentation

This trajectory exempilifies the effectiveness of the BBITF-CITF
collaborative model, where training processes culminate in
internationally viable productions.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed during the 2025
Colombo International Theatre Festival (CITF) between Inter Act Art
and Samilro Changgo Theater. As a long-term partner of Inter Act
Art, AANK_A Creative Line was also incorporated into this extended
collaborative network, enabling its participation in international
performance platforms.

Page6



4. International Mobility and Team Participation

The production involved transnational artistic mobility:
o From India:

o Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami
o Oinau Jengrai
o Jahnabi Borah

e From Sri Lanka:
o M. Safeer

This mobility reflects a multi-country collaborative production
process, reinforcing regional theatre networks within a global
framework.

5. Performance Details

Swings of Love was presented on 19 March 2026, with two
performances under the International Selection segment. It was
programmed alongside productions from:

e« North Macedonia
« Japan & Germany
e Romania

6. Distinguished Audience and Institutional
Presence

First Performance

« H.E. Mr. M.K. Pathma Naathan, Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the
Republic of Korea

Second Performance

e Ms. Imsennaro Walling, Director (Second Secretary), Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Centre (SVCC), Embassy of India, Seoul

Other Key Attendees

o Jeong-Woo Son - Former President, Samilro Changgo Theater
« Park Hyun-soon - Chairperson, Korea Theatre Association

The presence of these figures underscores the diplomatic,
institutional and cultural significance of the production.
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7. Artistic Framework

Swings of Love is a physical theatre monodrama that foregrounds:

« Embodied performance

e Minimal text

« Symbolic scenography (five colour-coded swings)
e Non-linear dramaturgy

The performance explores themes of love, memory, violence, desire,
and liberation through movement-driven storytelling, enabling
cross-cultural accessibility and emotional resonance.




8. Institutional Engagement and Cultural Diplomacy

A significant diplomatic engagement took place through an
invitation from:

« H.E. Gourangalal Das, Ambassador of India to the Republic of
Korea

The Indian team members visited the Embassy and engaged in
discussions on:

e Future collaborations
o Cultural exchange initiatives
o International circulation of Indian and Assamese theatre

This interaction strengthened the role of theatre within India-Korea
cultural diplomacy frameworks.
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9. International Networking and Future
Collaborations
The festival facilitated discussions with multiple international
groups:
Collaborative Dialogues Initiated With:

« NI Drama Theatre Skopje (North Macedonia)

o Tony Bulandra Theatre (Romania)
« Tomoya Kawamura (Japan & Germany)

Potential Outcomes
o Future co-productions
o Artist exchange programmes
« Participation of international groups in BBITF (Assam)

These developments indicate the strengthening of a multi-national
theatre collaboration network.

RO c Auego THEATEI~_.,.m




onodrama Festival
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10. Outcomes and Broader Significance

Artistic Outcomes

o Established Swings of Love as a globally adaptable
monodrama

e Reinforced physical theatre as a universal performance
language

o Validated the BBITF workshop-to-stage model

Institutional Outcomes

« Strengthened AANK_A Creative Line’s global positioning

o Deepened collaboration with Inter Act Art and international
partners

« Expanded BBITF’s visibility as a global exchange platform

Cultural Significance

This participation represents a significant milestone for Assamese
theatre on the international stage:

» Visibility of Assamese language and performance aesthetics

« Representation of Northeast India in global theatre discourse

o Establishment of Assamese theatre within intercultural
performance networks

Pagel 1




11. Conclusion

AANK_A Creative Line’s participation in the 2026 Seoul International
Monodrama Festival marks a crucial extension of its international
trajectory, rooted in the BBITF-CITF collaborative ecosystem.

From a workshop-based creation to a globally recognized
performance, Swings of Love stands as a testament to:

o Sustained intercultural collaboration
o Process-driven theatre pedagogy
o The global potential of regional performance traditions

The festival not only provided a platform for artistic presentation but
also generated long-term possibilities for international
collaboration, cultural exchange and institutional partnerships.

Ultimately, this engagement reaffirms theatre’s role as a dynamic
medium connecting local practices with global audiences,
positioning Assamese theatre within an expanding international
landscape.
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Performance Details - Seoul
(Samilro Changgo Theater)

SHEE QR

Video Documentation of the
Seoul Performance (Swings
of Love):
https://youtu.be/ONr_ejBlldY
Credit: 2026 International
Seoul Monodrama Festival /
Samilro Changgo Theater
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https://youtu.be/ONr_ejBI1dY
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Most photographs courtesy of the 2026 Seoul International
Monodrama Festival/Samilro Changgo Theater.
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SAMILRO CHANGGO THEATER

A Lester of Invitation to 2026 Seoul International Monodrama Festival
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